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Abstract 

Bedbugs have been known as a human parasite for thousands of years, but scientific studies about this 

insect are recent and limited. Cimex lectularius, the common bedbug, was a well-known parasite in 

human dwellings until the end of the Second World War. Nowadays, bedbugs are considered 

uncommon in the industrialized world. Anecdotal reports suggest that bedbugs are getting more 

common in the United States, Canada, and United Kingdom. In Brazil, there are few reports about 

bedbug infestations in the literature. The aim of this article was to alert physicians, especially in Brazil, 

about this ectoparasitosis, including aspects of the bedbug biology, their parasitism in human host, 

treatment and prophylaxis. 
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